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justice for all people. He graduated from Cam-
den Academy High School in 1962 and en-
tered the Armed Forces that same year, 
spending one tour of duty in Vietnam. 

After his tour in Vietnam, in which he was 
honorably discharged from the army, Mr. Wat-
son relocated to the Monterey Peninsula, tak-
ing up residence in Seaside in 1966. While 
working for the Firestone Tire and Rubber 
Company in Salinas, Joe was elected to the 
executive board of the local United Rubber 
Workers Union, AFL–CIO, and served on that 
board until 1980 when the plant closed. He 
took his union leadership with him when 
changing careers to a meat cutter, becoming 
first a member and then the leader of the 
United Food and Commercial Workers Union, 
Local 506. As shop steward and as an execu-
tive board member of the UFCW local, Joe 
was instrumental in bringing a civil rights activ-
ist’s approach to dealing with issues and neg-
ative actions by employers against members 
of his union in their respective work places. 
Mr. Watson was greatly admired by co-work-
ers who saw him as an unafraid union leader 
who was totally committed to standing up for 
them and working in their interest. 

During the mid-1970’s, Mr. Watson became 
a member of the Monterey Peninsula Branch 
of the NAACP. Elected almost immediately to 
the Branch’s Executive Committee, due in no 
small part to his union activism, Joe took over 
the Branch’s Labor and Industry Committee. 
There he had the responsibility of resolving 
issues involving complaints of discriminatory 
practices in hiring, on the job treatment and 
terminations. Over the years, the Branch re-
ceived recognition for the outstanding work 
Mr. Watson and that committee carried out in 
this area of work, including negotiating a Na-
tional NAACP-sponsored ‘‘Fair Share Hiring 
Agreement’’ with the local stores owned by 
Albertson’s, conunitting these stores to hiring, 
retaining and promoting minorities. 

In 1994, Mr. Watson was elected as Presi-
dent of the Monterey Peninsula Branch of the 
NAACP, serving until 2000. During his tenure 
as President, Joe continued to lead the 
Branch in dealing with issues of police abuse 
against minorities, hate crimes on the Penin-
sula and continued to strengthen the ties be-
tween the Branch and organized labor in this 
county. Joe has laid the groundwork for the 
kind of activism in our branch that continues to 
be followed and emulated by those who have 
come after him. True to his tradition as an ac-
tivist, Mr. Watson continues his lifelong com-
mitment to the struggle for and protection and 
extension of civil, labor and equal rights and 
social justice, making him most deserving of 
this award.
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Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to commemorate the Bicentennial Anni-
versary of the Township of Jefferson, County 
of Morris, in my home state of New Jersey. 

Beautiful Jefferson Township encompasses 
42 square miles of mostly pristine forests and 

lakes. It is home to New Jersey’s largest 
freshwater lake, Lake Hopatcong, among 
many others, and the idyllic Mahlon Dickerson 
Reservation in the protected New Jersey High-
lands watershed region. 

When Jefferson Township was founded in 
1804 by separating itself from the Townships 
of Roxbury and Pequannock, there were quiet 
farms and noisy mines linked by dirt roads. In 
time, the railroads came and by the turn of the 
century, they brought ‘‘summer escapees’’ 
from the cities who treasured Jefferson’s sce-
nic beauty, many lakes and its clean, cool, 
country surroundings. Summer resorts and 
campsites flourished in the area. After World 
War I, automobiles appeared on Jefferson’s 
newly paved roads bringing with it scores of 
summer residents. And after the second World 
War, young families were looking to leave the 
metropolitan areas and began moving west-
ward in New Jersey to inviting municipalities 
like Jefferson Township. 

Today, Jefferson Township is still a blos-
soming community with a population ap-
proaching 20,000. While the once-thriving 
summer resorts are gone and most summer 
cottages have been converted to year-round 
residences, many tourists still make the trek to 
Jefferson Township to enjoy the vast open 
space of the Morris County Park System, pro-
tected watersheds and recreation activities on 
the region’s numerous lakes. Indeed, lake 
communities still prosper throughout the 
Township bringing a unique sense of commu-
nity to all of those who live in them. 

Jefferson Township’s municipal leaders 
have carried on a tradition of being good stew-
ards of the area’s natural resources. Through 
determined efforts to preserve some of New 
Jersey’s most precious open space, Jefferson 
Township has been able to balance develop-
ment by being an active partner in the acquisi-
tion of hundreds of acres of parkland, wood-
lands and watersheds. 

Mr. Speaker, for the past 200 years, Jeffer-
son Township has been a community which 
has brought Morris County and New Jersey 
great pride. No doubt the municipality will cer-
tainly continue to do so in the years to come. 
I congratulate the citizens of Jefferson Town-
ship on their special anniversary year, and 
urge all my colleagues to join me in wishing 
them well.
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Ms. DELAURO. Mr. Speaker, it is with great 
pleasure that I rise today to pay tribute to one 
of the most respected houses of worship in 
the city of New Haven, Beulah Heights First 
Pentecostal Church. This year marked the 
80th anniversary of this tremendous church, 
throughout which time the leadership and its 
members have left an indelible mark on our 
community. 

Originally called the Beulah Heights Mission, 
the ministry was founded in 1923 by Walter 
and Rosa Andrews. In its humble beginnings, 
the church was located in a converted store-

front and boasted a modest membership. Over 
the years and through the changes in leader-
ship, the ministry steadily grew and eventually 
found a permanent home on Orchard Street. 
Over the course of its history, the Beulah 
Heights Pentecostal Church has developed a 
reputation as a leader in the religious commu-
nity. Through its leadership and the commit-
ment and enthusiasm of its membership, the 
Beulah Heights Church has made a real dif-
ference in the lives of many. 

Our churches play a vital role in our com-
munities, providing people with a place to turn 
for comfort when they are most in need. By 
strengthening the bonds of faith, the Beulah 
Heights First Pentecostal Church gives its 
members a place to find their spiritual center 
and to solidify and support their values. The 
members of the Beulah Heights First Pente-
costal Church have also given much to the 
city of New Haven. Throughout the years, as 
their membership grew, so did their commit-
ment to the enrichment of our community, 
transforming neighborhoods one block at a 
time. 

Currently headed by Bishop Theodore 
Brooks, a man whom I am proud to call my 
friend, Beulah Heights Church has taken on a 
great mission of neighborhood revitalization. It 
has erected an educational wing which is uti-
lized by the New Haven Board of Education 
for its Urban Youth Elementary School for 
troubled youth. Founded by Bishop Brooks in 
1994, its development subsidiary, Beulah Land 
Development Corporation, is responsible for 
the construction of 20 units of affordable hous-
ing and 12 units of supportive housing for sen-
ior citizens. Through these and other projects, 
they are bringing renewed security and sta-
bility to this neighborhood. I have every con-
fidence that they will continue to do great 
things for the Dixwell neighborhood of New 
Haven. 

In the last 8 decades, the Beulah Heights 
Pentecostal Church and its membership have 
made invaluable contributions of the city of 
New Haven, changing the face of our great 
city. I am proud to stand today and extend my 
very best wishes to them as they mark this 
milestone in their history. 

Happy 80th anniversary!
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Mr. CARDOZA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor a model citizen from the 18th Congres-
sional District, Ms. Dawn Kinney. She is being 
honored by the Merced County Chamber of 
Commerce for her service as their president 
for the past year. I know Dawn has worked 
hard on their behalf, and for the betterment of 
local businesses in Merced County. It is my 
pleasure to help the County Chamber recog-
nize a wonderful woman, and a very good 
friend. 

Dawn was born in Albany, Georgia and was 
raised throughout the United States while her 
father served in the United States Air Force. 
While living in Bossier City, Louisiana, she 
graduated from Bossier High School, and then 
went on to attend Louisiana State University in 
Shreveport. Soon after, Dawn moved to 
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